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Chance meeting on a plane:
What will happen to Sean?

BY ERNIE SOCHIN

Vice Mayor

I shouldn’t really bother
myself with this. Sean is a 7-
year-old boy who happened to
be my seatmate on a recent
flight to Boston.

My traveling companion as
always chose the aisle seat so I was stuck in the
middle and prayed as passengers were coming
down the aisle, that the 400-pound guy headed
my way was not going to be my seatmate and
take over my armrest and then some.

No, I was lucky, as a grandmother traveling
with her two grandchildren, one of whom was
Sean, placed him in the seat next to me. They
were from Guatemala and were speaking
Spanish so I asked if he spoke English. He did,
and did, and did. My wife kept asking me to not
engage him in conversation so that she could
read. It was too late.

Sean saw me as the universal grandpa and
began asking me a gazillion questions. He first
advised me that he usually gets sick on air-
planes. Great! Then he wanted to know how
high we were, how high would we get, would
we be above the sun, etc, etc.

Well, I am used to being asked a lot of ques-
tions by kids, both from my three grandkids
and the many school sessions that I attend, but
this somehow was different.

I asked a few questions of my own like
where were his dad and grandpa. He said that
his dad was in Hawaii and that he had never
seen him and that he didn’t have a grandpa. I
immediately decided to fill both rolls as long as
we were seatmates.

I gave him a brief course on our solar system,
explained how planes fly and lots of other stuff.
Then I decided that perhaps I might do a little
reading of my own. Sean asked. “How long
will you be reading?” That broke my heart. I
asked him if he could read. He replied that he
liked to but that he had no books. He said that
his 13-year-old sister seated in front of us had
some but would not let him read any. I asked
her if that was the case and she shrugged her

shoulders.
At this point my wife was giving me the
“look.” In other words — just shut up and

maybe he will stop talking. Telling a politician
to shut up is like trying to get a free snack on a
commercial flight. Fuggedaboutit!

I couldn’t help thinking about my three
grandkids and the tons of books and toys that
they have including my 8-year-old grandson’s
new tablet computer. Here was this adorable
little boy with no one to answer all his ques-
tions and no books to read, and I wondered just
how many more are there like him in the world.

At that age kids are like sponges...thirsty
for information and willing to absorb as
much as you can throw at them. What a
waste to have all these empty sponges
around when we all have so much. In my
visits to our local schools, I learned that the
major complaint of teachers is total lack of

parental involvement. These are kids living
in a country that offers them free schooling
and the parents don’t care enough to drop by
the school, talk to a teacher and see what
else they as parents can do to help their chil-
dren along.

In my pitch for charter schools in our town,
one of the big advantages in my mind was that
some of them make it a requirement that par-
ents involve themselves with the school in
some fashion at least one day per month.
When I sent out emails about this, one parent
complained that they were just too busy to
spend that much time with the school. What a
shame!

My wife eventually got her reading done but
I am still wondering about Sean’s future. That
is me, always worrying about things that I have
no control over. Good luck, Sean.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


